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aucQ ton-ers as tlieae 
'"slcF-scrapera" of 
Yosemite National 
Park, nor dij Gulli- 
ver ever tunnel « 
Sr^uoia m BroD-' 
tiuign»g. 



V/^awona u tbe In- 
dian name {or big 
tree and this "Wa- 
woDa" ia thirty feet 
through and juat ten 
timea aa high. 
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Produced too slon'ly ever to decay. 
Of form and aspect too magnificent 
To DC destroy ea. 
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A Word About tke Giants 

IHE BIG TREES, aa ttey are popularly calleJ, are ioani only in 
n California. Their acieotitic name is Sequoia, in konor of Sequoyali. 
a Cberokee IniJian, who designecl an alphabet lor Lis tribe. 

There are two varieties, the Sequoia sempervirens or reJn'ood. 
which grows m extensive forests on the ocean side of the Coast 
1 Range, and the Sequoia gigantea, the real Big Tree, -which is found 
only on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada, usually at an elevation of from 4500 
to 7500 feet. 

Both trees are evei^reens, and both bear small cones about two inches long, con- 
taining little flat seeds, not unlilu a parsnip seed. But the first named reproduces 
itfelf from the stump, while the other is dependent upon its seeds and grows only 
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ire these c 


<an find lodgment in the naked 


sou. The semperv 


:ren. or reJw, 


,oi of 


com 


merce groi 


VB in almost pure forests, while 


the gigantea stand 


in clusters or 


groups 


in feUowship 


with other conifers. It forms groves rather than f 


orests, what is 


callea 


the 


"Giant Fo 


rest" being only a closer succession 


of groves. 








The redv 


vood attains a height of 275 fee 


t and a diameter 


of twenty-two feet. 


and 


extends f 


rom the head of Monterey Bay 


to and slightly beyond the Oregoi 


a line. 




The Big 


Tree (gigantea) is the head of the family in age a 


na siie. Tte 


re are 


spec 


.mens whi 


ch tower nearly 400 feet to the 


sky, and one is s 


aid to sli^litly . 


sxceej 


this 


, while large numbers of these giants measure from seventy t( 


> ninety feet a: 


ronnJ. 


Th. 


: largest fo. 


and was thirty-five feet eight inch. 


Es in diameter inside 


: tie lark. 






These t« 


;es when fully grown are usually 


proportionate and 


symmetrical in 


(irtt 


and height. The lark Is occasionally very thi 


cL .„i I, . Irieht 


cinnamon nolo 


r, soft 


and fibrous, V 


vhile the beauty of the tree is e 


nbanceil by the tlutingt wliict traverse 


the 


trunk fro. 


t» base to apex. 









The root system is too slight to explain the great size ^vhich the tree attains and 
the foliage too thin and inconspicuous to do respiratory duty. It is thought that the 
hark serves this purpose as well as the leaves, and that the bland and regular climate 
gives the tree at once long life and great girth. 

Estimates of the age of the Big Trees vary from the beginning of the Christian 
era to a period antedating that epoch by 4000 years. The secret of their age has not 
yet been discovered, but the one great undisputed fact remains : that these trees in all 
their majesty stand here today tke oldtat living tilings in all the world. 

thought by John Muir to have 
und, by the topography of the 
nd left them to our wonder and 
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ideal trees, "nati 


ire's for. 


:st masterpiece,*" an 


lee 


n preserved in the place 


s where 


they are now ft 


mountains. 


The great glaci 


;al rivers 


swept past them 


aJn 


liration. 










They 


are descendants 


of trees 


once existing in g, 


tke 


world. 


but which per 


ished di 


iring the Glacial 


CJifomia 


mountains. 








The Calaveras Grove 


was fou 


nd by a hunter .□ 


tbr 


ee to fi< 


KC years later. 








Noon 


e who can spare 


the few . 


days necessary to sc 


be 


opportu 


nity. In no oth 


=r region 


can they be found. 



great forests widely dispersed < 
il Age everywhere save ia 






: one of these groves ohonlJ hum 
They arc distinctly Califanukn. 



Tke ^iVay To See tke Big Trees 

Contrary to the usual ''Jea. tke Big Trees of California are easily accessible. anJ 
in every case tke journey itself well repays tke traveler tor nis time. Tke Santa Crui 
Grove IB only a two-kour-anJ-a-kalf ride from San Francisco, tkrougk a keautiful spur 
of tke Coast Ran^e covered witk pine trees. It is six miles from Santa Cruz, seventy- 
tkree from San Francisco. Tickets between Los Angeles anj San Francisco are gooi for 
passage via tke Big Trees witkout extra ckarge. 

Tke Big Basin, now known as tke California State Redwood Park, a grove of 3800 
acres, is seven miles from Boulder Creek station and sixteen miles from Santa Cruz— a 
deligktful drive. It was purckased by tke State in 1902. to ke reserved as a public park. 
In it are found some of tke finest redtvoods. 

Tke grove in Calaveras County is reacked by tke Sierra Rail"ivay from Oakdale 
to Angels, tkence ky stage. Tke train leaves San Francisco in tke morning, and pas- 
sengers connect at Angels, same evening, witk stage for Murpky s, remaining ovemigkt. 
Tkere is a good kotel at Murpky "s called Mitcbler's. Tke next morning's drive of fifteen 
miles reackes tke Trees, On tke verge of tke grove, stands tke excellent Calaveras Big 
Tree Grove Hotel. Six mAta soutk is tke Soutk Park Grove, containing over 1380 trees. 

One of tke features of tke trip to tke Yo.emi^e National Park is tbe Mariposa 
Grove of Big Trees, just keyond tke soutbern boundary and reacked by stage from tke 
Sentinel Hotel. Tke Merced and Tuolumne groves are a skort distance beyond tke 
nortkeastem fcoundary and reacked by auto-stage from El Portal. 

A daily train for Yoaemite Valley leaves San Francisco in tke morning, reacbing 
EI Portal in tke evening, after a deligktful ride along tke Merced River, tke nigbt 
being spent at Hotel Del Portal. 

Commencing May 1st, until August 1st. daily tbrougb Pullman sleeping car 
service is estaklisked ketween San Francisco and tke Yosemite. arriving at El Portal, 
tke gateway of Yosemite. at 11:35 a. m. Auto stages leave El Portal after lunckeon. 
reacbing tke Sentinel Hotel at 2i30 p. m. 

Tbere is sleeping car service from Los Angeles every evening, connecting at Merced 
witk tke Yosemite Valley R. R. following morning for tke Park. 

Auto stage leaves Sentinel Hotel daily after lunck for tbe Mariposa Grove, arriving 
at tke Wawona Hotel in time for dinner. Tbe Trees are visited early tke following 
morning, passengers returning to 'A'a'wona for lunck and arriving at tbe Sentinel Hotel 
or El Portal tbe evening of tbe same day if desired. It is advisable to remain over and 
take a full day for tbe Trees -wbicb w-iU involve no extra cbarge for stage. 

Tbe General Grant National Park is reacbed via tbe Soutkem Pacific to Sanger, 
tkence ky auto-stage service. At tke soutkern entrance to tbe park lies Sequoia Lake 
w^kere tkere are excellent camping grounds. 

Tt. CJifomi. Grov, u K.ohtJ ly rail (Soutk.rn Pacific S.. Jo.qmn V.llcy U.c) 
to Visalia. tkence electric line to Lemon Cove w^kere arrangements can ke made for borses 
or stage keyond. Tbe time from Lemon Cove is six kours. A camp is maintained at 
Juanita Meadows. Tbere is good fisklng in tke Kaweak River. Tkis grove lies in tke 
•addle krtween Grant National Park and tbe Giant Forest and is a discovery of ncent 
yeara. From July to mid-Septemker tke air of tkis wkole kig tree belt is perfect. 

Gunt Forest — service as above to Lemon Cove, 'wbere like arrangements can be 
made for tke trip to Sierra Camp, "A'alter Kenney, proprietor. Season July to September. 




Tlie" G nzzly G iant ." 
Maripoiia Grove. 
near Yoaemite Na- 
tional Park, haa K 
^IfA at 9J ieet at tLe 
/evcl of the ground. 



It Smett from moit 
Sequoiai m tlie size 
of its branches, tbe 
first, 125 feet up, 
l)ein(; t^reuty feet 
.rouaJ. 




Giant represents a 
solitary survivor oi 
bis immediate kin. or 
grew apart in "tbe 
foUtuds of tia own 
origmaiity." 



Join Muir Ai„l, 
tnis Sequoia is a ma- 
tnre tree, verging 
to oU age. It still 
ripens its cones ■vnth 
great retiiLun^ . 
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Jo«s not decay. In- 
»ects do not attack it. 
Trees ttat kave lain 
400 year» are found 
Mund in fibre and 



The species Ao-w no 
ai^na or surferin^ or 
degeneracy. Kept 
from fire and storm, 
wko could fix a limit 
to tlieir naexampleo 

VU1 




A oox oitf enou^ to 
comtortaUy contain 
tbe Atlantic tiner 
"Luaitania could be 
mtule troin one tree, 
witb wooj to spare. 



Once widely dis- 
persed. since tlie Age 
of ice they are found 
only on tke Sierra 
Nevada slope., a Uv- 
ing link tbat binds 
us to tne vast. 
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A coacn and tour 
Jriving tkroutft tne 
Leart ox tliu living 
tree in tke Manposa 
Grove »Miitt*9 >t 
onee iti Iralk and iti 
vut vitkUty, 



Xke Maripo sa G rove 
^'aa nrat diocoverea 
in 1855. but tint ex- 
plored and its won- 
ders given to tne 
world tlie fallowing 
7car. 




More revcrcJ tk..> 

groves oi otJ, tkese 
are patrolled by a 
troop of United 
States Cavalry. 



Next to tte great 
girtn oT tbeoe trees, 
one reels their grace, 
tbeir symmetry, their 
aculptural beauty. 
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Enougb lumber tere 
to nutke one tele^rapL 
pole forty miles alia 
or to supply a. line 
oi poles trom KansM 
City to Ckica^o. 



Yet tne cones of tliis 
tree are small as a 
pullet » eff. and the 
seeds sre tliia and 
light. But what 
potency o{ life in 
tlcm! 





b 




- "ft' '* 


a^ 




■''v. -, 




^^^^ 


liH 




fe: ""' ■ - ' 


^>l 


^1 




ilf 


1 




v.* 








il1 ' 








V 

1 






|m 


•^ -'IS^S 




,"' 




1 f tt'r'S, M, 










fis 


,j 


/iff 






J 


|;:'f . 


1 


■;'■'"■ >^*" 


\Mi t 






L^// '''&:^ '^ 


rf '■ 1 ^^"' 


■ i'i 




,1 


y 


?• ,„ .. -ff^" 


■i 





Atove ttc Bnow in 
late winter. tLe great 
tree. Uo..om lik. 
gigantic ^oldenrods, 
aowug tteir poUen 
on tne ^nnda. 



Here are fine instepa. 
beauty of taperintf 
trunks, ricbness oi 
color in tke htA, Ktti 
above a mist oi pale 
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A. canvo* root be- 
neatL tbe Sequoia** 
irieaily foliage ia 
"paradise eno'n'*' for 
tlie tonriBt in CaK' 
tomia. State R.ed- 
wooi ParE. 



TLe colorfnl ctann 
of tlu0 giant jungle 
muat Iw seen to be 
Delierea, ao ncn ana 
varied i» it wnen 
^ayeA upon \>y tke 
■earcUigLt of tke sun. 




TLe tree and tk« auto! 
It ii m (or cry from 
tke birtli of tke tree 
to tke motor ctr. A 
^ap oi probably fiftv 
cratorief. 



Nature's iaraje. 
built before Noab'i 
Ark. Tbe tree tbat 
n'as once a frizzly • 
-winter den now takei 
an auto to ita ^carm 
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